Introduction
Intergeneration equity is a principle on the relationships between past, present and future generations: "To define intergenerational equity, it is useful to view the human community as a partnership among all generations".
1 Particularly during the last two decades the content and legal status of this concept have been the subjects of comprehensive discussions among philosophers, economists and lawyers. Questions include whether future generations can have 'rights' and if so, whether these rights are individual rights or group rights. Other questions relate to the content of the rights and obligations: Is it about ensuring future generations a similar level of wealth and welfare, is it about leaving options for future generations to enable them to make their own choices, or is it about passing on cultural and natural assets?
2 Furthermore, questions also arise regarding the interrelationship between intraand intergenerational equity. For instance, how to balance options for future 5 and further contributes to the debate by discussing initiatives in domestic law and in jurisprudence to work out the concept of intergenerational equity in more detail.
It is clear that the questions are complex and that no consensus exists among scholars in regards to the correct answers. In diplomatic debates and negotiations between governments of states, often these academic questions do not even receive serious attention. Various treaties and international policy documents recognize the responsibility of the present generation for future generations without further detailing the legal status and more concrete consequences of this responsibility. 6 This also applies to the Antarctic. In several important instrument of the Antarctic Treaty system (ATS) 7 it is stated that the Antarctic is managed "in the interest of all mankind". Cambridge (1996) . For a discussion of the negotiations on the Antarctic Treaty and political positions of the states involved, see: John Hanessian, "The Antarctic Treaty 1959 ", 9 International & Comparative Law Quarterly (1960 See: for instance, the preamble of the Antarctic Treaty: "Recognising that it is in the interest of all mankind that Antarctica shall continue forever to be used exclusively for peaceful purposes and shall not become the scene or object of international discord". See also:
